
JOHN
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

A Twelve Week Bible Study



This is a study of the gospel account referred to as "John". It is so named because
it is an account of the life and ministry of Jesus from John's vantage point. 

John, the son of Zebedee, was one of the twelve disciples, part of Jesus’ inner
circle (also including Peter and James), and refers to himself in the gospel as the
disciple “whom Jesus loved.” This account was most likely written sometime
between A.D. 70 -100 in the city of Ephesus (modern day Turkey).

A main theme of John’s account is the divinity of Jesus. He seeks to show us, by
describing aspects of Jesus’ life, that he is indeed the Messiah (Savior) the Jews
have been waiting for. To show this, John points to many signs performed by
Jesus that display his true identity as the Son of God.

In this study you will read passages of John, then respond in making
observations, asking questions, and taking time to reflect and ponder the
implication of the text in your life. Doing this will lead to lasting transformation in
your life – not merely information to absorb.

Remember: you are in community for a reason. Discussing each week as a group
is crucial to the transformation of your life. We were never meant to live alone.
Community is part of our nature and part of God’s design for the world. 

Please set aside at least one hour each week to prepare so you can thoughtfully
and meaningfully engage in discussion.

ABOUT THIS STUDY
The Gospel of John

The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the
ones recorded in this book. But these are written so that you may continue
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in

him you will have life by the power of his name.
 

John 20:30-31 (NLT)



 Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What
questions do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

DISCUSS

1.

   2. If you were God, how would you choose to communicate with man?

   3. What do verses 1-4 tell us about God’s communication? 

   4. Why do you think John puts conditions on being part of God’s family in
verses 11-13? Isn’t everyone a part of his family?

   5. How is being a member of God’s family similar/dissimilar to your family? 

THE BEING OF JESUS
 John 1:1-18

APPLY

How could an understanding that God became a man affect your life this week?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 1:12 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
If someone asked you to describe yourself in one or two sentences how would
you sum up yourself and your purpose in life?

READ
John 1:1-18 together and discuss the questions below.

But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to

become children of God,
 

John 1:12 (ESV)



 Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What
questions do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

DISCUSS

1.

   2. Why did John the Baptizer's followers have issues with people following Jesus
and not John?

   3. What about John the Baptizer's response to his followers stands out to you? 

   4. John says "He [Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease." How easy or
difficult is it for you to live in the same way John did?

   5. Read v.v 35-36 again. Why is it good news that those who believe have eternal
life? What is the alternative to not believing?

THE GLORY OF JESUS
 John 3:22-36

APPLY

What is one practical way that you can live out of the humble mindset "He must
increase, but I must decrease" this week?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 3:31 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
Think of a situation where you didn’t get credit for something you did, how did it
make you feel? Do you like working hard and never getting any recognition (no
matter how small)?

READ
John 3:22-36 together and discuss the questions below.

“He has come from above and is greater than
anyone else. We are of the earth, and we
speak of earthly things, but he has come

from heaven and is greater than anyone else.
 

John 3:31 (NLT)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. What does Jesus’ response in v. 17-19 show about his relationship with the
Father?

   3. List out what authority only the Father has and what authority the Father has
given to Jesus.

   4. Read v. 24. Why is it good news that Jesus has the authority to give eternal
life to those who believe in the Father?

   5. How does the work that Jesus accomplishes testify/reveal that he was sent by
the Father?

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS
 John 5:16-30

APPLY

In what practical ways can you show testimony of the Father at work in your life
this week?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 5:30 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
Think back to times in your life you were working under someone else’s
authority. What made it easy to work under them? What made it difficult?

READ
John 5:16-30 together and discuss the questions below.

“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I
judge, and my judgment is just, because I

seek not my own will but the will of him
who sent me."

 

John 5:30 (ESV)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. What do you think Jesus meant when he referred to himself as the “light of the
world”?

   3. In v. 14 Jesus states that he “knows where [he] came from and where [he] is
going.” What does Jesus’ certainty about his identity and purpose say about him?

   4. Why is it good news that Jesus’ judgment is true?

   5. Does what you have studied so far about Jesus and the Father in the Bible line
up with your previous knowledge and experiences about them? Why or why not?

THE PURPOSE OF JESUS
 John 8:12-20

APPLY

Take some time this week and reflect on where you have come from (your identity)
and where you are going (your purpose in life). Come back and share it with
everyone else next week.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 8:12 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
Consider your first few weeks of school here at NAU. Was there a friend, teacher,
parent, or counselor that helped you navigate the new life of college? In what
way were they most helpful and encouraging?

READ
John 8:12-20 together and discuss the questions below.

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will not walk in darkness, but will have the

light of life.”
 

John 8:12 (ESV)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. What do you think Jesus is trying to teach with the analogy of a sheep, a
shepherd, and a robber?

   3. What is Jesus trying to say by comparing himself to a gate?

   4. What does it mean for us to hear Jesus' voice? Have you ever heard his voice
before?

   5. If you were in the crowd, how would you feel about Jesus from what he said?

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
 John 10:1-30

APPLY

One way you can hear the voice of the Good Shepherd is to memorize his Word.
Pick one verse to memorize this week - whether from this passage or from
another favorite passage in the Bible.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 10:27-28 this
week, or another favorite verse
from this study

INTRODUCE
Who in your life do you know that balances tenderness and sternness well?

READ
John 10:1-30 together and discuss the questions below.

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me. I give them eternal

life, and they will never perish, and no one
will snatch them out of my hand.

 

John 10:27-28 (ESV)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. If Jesus knew that he would soon raise Lazarus, why did he weep for him?

   3. Why do you think people rejected Jesus after this supernatural event? Do you
think people would give the same responses today?

   4. Who do you most identify with in this group - Martha, the believing Jews, or
the unbelieving Jews?

   5. What was the rationale used by the high priest to justify the plan to put a
good man like Jesus to death? Do you ever rationalize your choices?

THE RESTORER OF LIFE
 John 11:17-44

APPLY

Share with one person close to you how Jesus has brought life back into your life
this week. Or share this story of hope with one other person this week.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 11:25 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
Is there a person or hobby in your life that always seems to bring some life back
into you after a hard day or week? What is it? Why is it so life-giving for you?

READ
John 11:17-44 together and discuss the questions below.

Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. Anyone who believes in me will live,

even after dying.
 

John 11:25 (NLT)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. Why do you think Peter didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet? What made Peter
change his mind and ask for a full bath?

   3. If Jesus were to wash your feet how would you react?

   4. What was Jesus trying to teach the disciples by washing their feet?

   5. Christ made two assertions in v. 13. What does he mean by them? What are
their implications for us?

THE HUMILITY OF JESUS
 John 13:1-17

APPLY

Pick one way to serve someone else out of humility this week (just like Jesus
humbly served his disciples).

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 13:14-15 this
week, or another favorite verse
from this study

INTRODUCE
Do you consider yourself more humble or proud? Why?

READ
John 13:1-17 together and discuss the questions below.

And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you ought to wash each
other’s feet. I have given you an example to

follow. Do as I have done to you.
 

John 13:14-15 (NLT)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. Some people say that there are many ways to get to the Father (God). What do
you think about these statements?

   3. Why is it reassuring that there is only one way to get to the Father?

   4. How does Jesus want his disciples to respond to his departure? Why do you
think he desires this response from them?

   5. What do you think Jesus means when he says, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life”? Would this be a popular statement today? Why or why not?

THE ONE WAY TO THE FATHER
 John 14:1-14

APPLY

Jesus tells us that we can know God the Father when we spend time growing in
our relationship with him. Find a time in your schedule this week to spend 45-60
uninterrupted minutes alone with God reading your Bible, praying, & journaling.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 14:6 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
Growing up, what image came to mind when people talked about Heaven?
Would you say you still picture Heaven looking the same way now?

READ
John 14:1-14 together and discuss the questions below.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the

Father except through me.
 

John 14:6 (ESV)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. What does this passage tell us specifically about eternal life?

   3. From these verses, what motivates Jesus to pray for his disciples?

   4. Why would the world hate Jesus?

   5. By what means did God provide so that his message would reach the world?
How do his followers (us included) participate in this mission?

THE HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER
 John 17

APPLY

What is one practical way you can share the good news of Jesus with someone in
your life this week?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 17:17-18 this
week, or another favorite verse
from this study

INTRODUCE
How would you describe eternal life? What have been the biggest influences on
how you see eternal life this way?

READ
John 17 together and discuss the questions below.

Make them holy by your truth; teach them
your word, which is truth. Just as you sent
me into the world, I am sending them into

the world.
 

John 17:17-18 (NLT)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. Why do you think that the Jews insisted that Jesus had to die?

   3. If you had been a member of Jesus’ family or one of his disciples, how would
you have reacted to his crucifixion?

   4. Why did John record the details of Jesus’ death? (v. 19:35)

   5. How important are the historical eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ death and
resurrection?

THE DEATH OF JESUS
 John 19:14-37

APPLY

What is one specific way that you can show gratitude and praise for Jesus’ sacrifice
for all of us?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 19:30 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
Who is someone that you would die for without having to think twice about it?
Who is someone that would be difficult for you to want to sacrifice your life for?

READ
John 19:14-37 together and discuss the questions below.

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he
said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head

and gave up his spirit.
 

John 19:30 (ESV)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus.

   2. Who did Jesus appear to and why do you think he chose these individuals?

   3. If you were Mary, Peter, or John what thoughts would run through your mind
when you discovered the empty tomb?

   4. In v.16 Mary recognized that it was Jesus when he called her by her name.
What does this say about how well Mary knew Jesus?

   5. Why is it important that Jesus not only died for our sins on the cross, BUT that
he also rose from the dead? What does this act mean to you?

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS
 John 20:1-18

APPLY

What would it look like to apply the truths of this passage into your life this week
in tangible way?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 20:17 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
When was the last time that you heard something that was too good to be true?
Why did it seem too good?

READ
John 20:1-18 together and discuss the questions below.

“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet
ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers
and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and

your Father, to my God and your God.’”
 

John 20:17 (NLT)



DISCUSS

   1. Make observations about what you’ve read. What stands out? What questions
do you have? What do we learn about Jesus?

   2. What was John’s purpose in writing his gospel? Do you think John
accomplished his goals?

   3. Describe the final exchange between Peter and Jesus. What do you think
Jesus was trying to get Peter to grasp?

   4. If Jesus had a final exchange with you, how do you think it would it be similar
to or different from Peter’s conversation?

   5. How has your life been affected by reading John's account of the life of Jesus?

THE MISSION OF JESUS
 John 20:30-21:25

APPLY

Reflect back on what you have learned from the Gospel of John. Share one of your
biggest takeaways with someone in your life that doesn't believe in Jesus.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Memorize John 20:31 this week,
or another favorite verse from
this study

INTRODUCE
Has there been a time where you were handed a task that you either felt
unqualified for or that was too big for only you to accomplish? Describe the
situation.

READ
John 20:30-21:25 together and discuss the questions below.

But these are written so that you may continue
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of

God, and that by believing in him you will have life
by the power of his name.

 

John 20:31 (NLT)


